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Introduction

Date Monthly Meetings: 2017
Jan 9 Section Meeting, 7 Pier Road, 7.30pm
Feb 6 Section Meeting, 7 Pier Road, 7.30pm
March 6 Section Meeting, 7 Pier Road, 7.30pm
April 3 Section Meeting, 7 Pier Road, 7.30pm
May 8 Section Meeting, 7 Pier Road, 7.30pm
Jun 5 Section Meeting, 7 Pier Road, 7.30pm
Jul 3 Section Meeting, 7 Pier Road, 7.30pm
Aug 14 Section Meeting, (Check with Société)
Sept 4 Section Meeting, 7 Pier Road, 7.30pm
Oct 2 Section Meeting, 7 Pier Road, 7.30pm
Nov 6 Section Meeting, 7 Pier Road, 7.30pm
Dec 4 Section Meeting, 7 Pier Road, 7.30pm

Since 1949 the Marine Biology Section (MBS) of the Société Jersiaise has 
been making practical studies of Jersey’s seashore. This is no easy task as 
the island has a 12 metre tidal range which, at low water, can increase the 
size of the island by a third.

The MBS is a small group of marine life enthusiasts who enjoy making 
causal and scientific studies along Jersey’s magnificent seashore. As well 
as practical things such as rock pooling and diving, we also have a series 
of projects which collect data that helps us to better understand our marine 
envrionment and, in some cases, argue for its conservation.

The MBS is a mix of people which inlcudes everyone from professional 
marine biologists to casual beachcombers. We are always keen to hear from 
anyone with an interest in Jersey’s marine environment.

Monthly meetings are normally held on the third floor of 7 Pier Road but 
they may be liable to change day or venue at short notice. Please check 
with the Société Jersiaise or the Marine Biology Committee beforehand.

Other events may be organised during the year including seashore 
visits, talks and visits to the offshore reefs. Notice of these is circulated by 
email; if you wish to be added to the Section’s email list then contact the 
Chair at marinebiology@societe-jersiaise.org
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Marine Life Database
Coordinator: Marine Biology Section
Partners: Jersey Biodiversity Centre, Ifremer

Duration: 2005 onwards

Recording and Research

The MBS maintains a computer database of over 95,000 records 
covering 3,200 local marine species and habitats. It is the largest 
marine biology database in the Channel Islands and has records 
dating back to the early nineteenth century. The database receives 
around 10,000 new records a year and is publicly accessible through 
the Jersey Biodiversity Centre.

All the records gathered during our research and seashore 
visits are entered into the database and the MBS has data sharing 
agreements with other organisations including Seasearch, Ifremer, 
the Conchological Society and others. In 2013 the MBS developed 
their own smartphone app for seashore recording which members 
can use to record over 200 records an hour. This app has since been 
adopted by other local organisations for their recording purposes.

The database is used for species, habitat and general biodiversity  
monitoring as well as for habitat mapping (see page 9) and 
highlighting potential issues. It was through the database that the 
MBS identified two Jersey sites for the 
minute and exceptionally rare molluscs 
Truncatella and Paludinella and managed 
to get one of the colonies saved from 
imminent destruction.

In 2016 the database will be used as 
part of a ‘traffic light project’, the aim 
of which is to provide a conservation 
status (red, amber or green) for all of 
Jersey’s known marine species. As 
with a similar project run by Birds on 
the Edge, this will help identify those 
marine species that are most at risk.
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Intertidal Seagrass
Coordinator: Marine Biology Section
Partners: Dept. of the Environment
Sponsors: Roderick Dobson Fund (Société Jersiaise)
Duration: 2013 to 2017

The coast of Jersey has three large and two smaller areas of intertidal 
seagrass (Zostera noltii) which, as the name suggests, is a species 
of grass that can live on the seashore. Z. noltii is highly sensitive 
to pollution, smothering and disturbance and is used to monitor 
marine water quality in the UK and Europe. Seagrass is also a high 
biodiversity feature and is a key habitat under OSPAR and States of 
Jersey Biodiversity Action Species.

In 2013 the MBS, in conjunction 
with the Department of the 
Environment, embarked upon a 
five year monitoring programme 
of the intertidal seagrass beds 
in Grouville, St Catherine’s and 
St Aubin’s Bay. We adapted a 
European methodology and have 
made it  more robust. Every years 
600 photographs are taken and 
computer analysed; sediment and 
core samples are also taken and 
analysed.

Early results suggest that the quality of the seagrass beds in St 
Aubin’s Bay is degraded in comparison to the other two monitored 

areas. A parallel study is 
looking at historical aerial 
photographs to try and 
quantify any changes that 
have occurred in the past 
100 years. A full report will 
be released in 2018.

Research
St Aubin: 1965
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Les Minquiers
Coordinators: P. Chambers, F. Binney, G. Jeffreys
Partners: Société Jersiaise, Jersey Seasearch
Sponsors: CES, Marine Biology Section
Duration: 2012 to 2016

Research

This project is probably the most ambitious environmental project currently 
operating in the Channel Islands. It has surveyed all 150 km2 of Les 
Minquiers and has produced a digital map of all habitat features greater 
than 5 metres in length. It has also produced the first geological map of Les 
Minquiers and has documented all other aspects of the reef ’s natural history, 
cultural history and archaeology.  The results are available in a book that was 
published in September 2016.

Although this project was devised and 
coordinated by members of the MBS, it has 
been run independently of the Société Jersiaise 
and other organisations. The total project 
funding has been under £2,000 (most of which 
has been spent on boat fuel) and the results 
provide the first meaningful cross-disciplinary 
study into one of Britain’s most important 
maritime areas. The results highlight the reef ’s 
fragility and provide suggestions as to how it 
could be managed in the coming decades and 
centuries.



7

Les Écréhous
Coordinators: MBS, P. Chambers, F. Binney, G. Jeffreys
Partners: Jersey Seasearch
Sponsors: Ecology Trust Fund, 
Duration: 2010 to 2018

Research

This is a sister project to the Les Minquiers one whose aim is to document 
all scientific and historical aspects of Les Écréhous, Les Dirouilles and the 
Paternosters (Pierres de Lecq). Unlike Les Minquiers, some aspects of these 
offshore reefs, such as their archaeology and geology, have already been 
studied; this project will fill in the gaps.

We have already completed a seashore habitat for the whole of Les 
Écréhous and a partial map for the Paternosters. Work is progressing on 
surveying and mapping the surrounding seabed and on documenting the 
terrestrial habitats and species. Fieldwork is expected to intensify from 2016 
onwards with the results being published in 2018.

In recent years Les Écréhous 
has become very popular with 
local and French boats while the 
seabed surrounding the reef, 
which contains key habitats, is 
being exploited by fishing boats. 
A prime objective of this project 
is to provide a health check on 
the habitats and species from all 
three reefs and determine ways 
in which they can be sustained 
or improved in the future.
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JE Seabed Cores
Coordinators: Société Jersiaise
Partners: Jersey Electricity, Ice Age Island, Natural History Museum
Sponsors: Jersey Electricity, Arthur Mourant Trust 
Duration: 2010 to 2017

In 2010 the Société Jersiaise was given 48 seabed cores (kindly 
donated by Jersey Electricty) that had been taken along the proposed 
Normandie 3 electricty cable route between Grouville and France. 
Some of these cores were 6 metres in length and contained sediment 
that dated back to before the last Ice Age.

Members of the Société Jersiaise have spent several years studying 
these cores and have taken, and processed, over 1,000 samples. The 
fossils found in thse samples have been studied by members of the 
MBS and have been used to create a detailed reconstruction of the 
prehistoric environments that existed between Jersey and France. 
The cores have also recorded in detail the climatic warming and 
sea level rise that has occurred in the past 13,000 years. The results 
have already attracted international interest and are currently being 
compiled. They will be published in late 2016 or 2017.

As well as looking at prehistoric environments, the cores also 
document more recent ecological change on the 
seabed off Jersey. This includes the decline of the 
oyster beds in Victorian times and, more worrying, 
an apparent collapse in seabed biodiversity since 
the 1960s.
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Habitat Mapping
Coordinators: Marine Biology Section
Partners: Jersey Seasearch
Sponsors: JE, CES, Howard Davis Farm Trust; RBCWM
Duration: 2015 to 2020

Research

It is the Marine Biology Section’s belief that a lack of detailed 
knowledge about our seashore and seabed habitats risks undermining 
decisions concerning sustainable marine management. Much of the 
Section’s project work seeks to plug this knowledge gap and in 2015 a 
very ambitious two part project was launched which seeks to survey 
and map all of Jersey’s inter and subtidal habitats.

The first part of this project concerns the island’s intertidal 
habitats. Thanks to generous funding from Jersey Electricity and 
the Société Jersiaise this is already underway and several thousand 
sample points have already been collected. It is hoped that a complete 
habitat map of Jersey’s coast will be completed by 2020.

The second part of the project requires the use of cameras and 
divers to survey the seabed. Boat trials in 2015 have proved that 
it is possible to survey large areas of seabed quickly but it is time 
consuming and expensive. This 
part of the project will require 
additional funding before it 
can proceed and partners are 
currently being sought.

St Catherine’s Bay



10

Mermaids’ Purses
Coordinators: Marine Biology Section
Partners: The Shark Trust, Little Feet, Sea Shepherd
Duration: 2013 onwards

Research

In December 2012 the Marine Biology Section of the Société Jersiaise 
was presented with a bagful of mermaids’ purses that had been 
collected during an organised beach clean. We didn’t know much 
about mermaids’ purses at the time but, with some help from the 
Shark Trust, were able to determine that the eggcases came from 
two different species of ray (blonde and undulate) and one species 
of shark (small catshark).

We asked our regular beach cleaners to keep any more mermaids’ 
purses that they found and soon we were receiving hundreds of 
them. The most we have had in a single month is 505 which included 
one that had been attached to a supermarket trolley recovered from 
St Helier Marina.

To date we have collected and identified over 8,000 eggcases 
from across all the island’s beaches. These records are being used 
to document the diversity of ray and small shark species in our 
waters and it is hoped that they might be useful for monitoring the 
abundance of these species too. All our records are shared with the 
Shark Trust and their French equivalent, APECS.
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Infauna Survey
Coordinators: Marine Biology Section
Duration: 2010 onwards

Research

Jersey’s seashore is under pressure from a range of leisure and 
commercial activities as well as from issues such as pollution, non-
native species and climate change.

The MBS are aware of this and are particularly concerned about 
the sand and gravelly habitats found along the east and south coasts. 
In the absence of any officially sanctioned research, the MBS sought 
to study the island’s sandy habitats and in particular to document 
the diversity and abundance of animal life at all levels of the 
seashore. This was achieved by digging 1m2 holes and then counting 
all animals >1cm in size. Smaller sediment cores were also taken and 
processed for microscopic animals.

This study started in 2011 near to the Karamé rock as this was the 
area of seashore that was (and still is) considered to be most at threat. 
In followings year the survey moved to the north and west so that it 
now covers most of the area from Gorey  Pier to Belcroute.

The results of the survey have been astounding, revealing a 
richness of marine life that was hitherto unknown and unexpected. 
We have documented areas of seashore that are considered to be of 
international importance by UK and French organisations and have 
been able to quantify the occurence and abundance of rare species 
such as the Five Shilling Shell.

Our preliminary results have been 
published in Mollusc World and the Société 
Bulletin and a full report will be issued 
soon. In the mean time the MBS has been 
consulting with the Department of the 
Environment to make them aware of the 
importance of these seashore areas and the 
activities that continue to threaten them.
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Beach Cleans
Coordinators: Marine Biology Section
Partners: Little Feet, Sea Shepherd, Marine Conservation Society
Sponsors: Moore Stephens, Nedbank Private Wealth
Duration: 2012 onwards

Environment and Community

Beach litter is a global problem and Jersey receives its fair share of 
human generated detritus which gets washed in on every tide. In 
partnership with Little Feet Environmental, the Jersey branch of Sea 
Shepherd and our corporate sponsors, the Section works to remove 
the worst of this litter each year.

Often this is done through the assistance of local companies, whose 
staff will be given time off to help clean specific areas of coastline. 
As well as removing litter, the Section records what rubbish is being 
found and also takes part in annual surveys to determine what is 
being found and where its origins may lie.

Discarded plastics can be incredibly harmful to marine life causing 
strangulation, entanglement, stomach blockages and starvation. As 
well as small litter we on occasion come across commercial pots 
or nets that have been lost at sea and have continue to ‘ghost fish’ 
causing huge mortality. Often these can be located by their smell 
alone!



13

Seashore Visits
Coordinators: Marine Biology Section
Duration: Ongoing

Environment, Community and Education

At least six times a year the Marine Biology Section will gather on 
the seashore or head offshore to Jersey’s reefs by boat to carry out 
general walks and specific surveys.

The general walks are open to the general public and are an 
opportunity for anyone interested in the seashore to find out a 
little more about the marine world and to begin to contribute to its 
protection. 

The surveys are used to explore new areas of seashore and to 
gather records and photographs from around Jersey. We particularly 
look for changes in habitats and undertake specific monitoring of 
key habitats and species such as seagrass, rockpools, gulley systems 
and burrowing bivalves.

The Section also keeps an eye out for newly arrived invasive 
species or the increased spread of existing ones. Alien species are 
one of the major issues facing the marine environment with the most 
notorious examples being Sargassum weed, slipper limpets and Pacific 
oysters. New arrivals are found almost every year (since 2010 all 
newly arrived invasives have been discovered by Section members) 
and their spread needs to 
be carefully monitored to 
determine their impact on 
local flora and fauna. 
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The Shore Thing
Coordinators: Marine Biology Section
Partners: Marine Biology Association of the UK
Sponsors: Moore Stephens, ETF, Insurance corporation, Co-op
Duration: 2013 onwards

Education, Recording and Research

The Marine Biology Association of the UK Shore Thing Survey is a 
system developed over the last ten years to allow groups of students 
and armature naturalists to contribute to a nation wide scientific 
study.  The Section have taken on responsibility for educating and 
engaging schools and other local groups that might be interested in 
learning and implementing the Shore thing technique.  Data gathered 
through this simple survey method is added to our data base and 
logged with the MBA in the UK. Over time this information will help 
them to build a picture of the impacts of climate change and invasive 
species within British Waters. 

In the coming year we hope to produce a short video to help 
engage school groups and therefore increase the number of surveys 
carried out each year here in Jersey.
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Publications & Students
Coordinators: Marine Biology Section
Partners: Department of the Environment
Sponsors: Nedbank Ltd, Ecology Trust Fund
Duration: Ongoing

Education and Research

In 2014 the Marine Biology Section put 
together a colour pictorial guide to Jersey’s 
coastal marine life. Over 500 photographs 
covering 367 species were submitted by our 
members and the book was published using 
‘print on demand’. The book is called The 
Seashore Life of Jersey and over 400 copies 
have been sold  to date.

As our various research projects reach 
completion we are publishing the results 
in the Société’s annual Bulletin as well as 
more learned journals such as Mollusc World. 
We have also contributed to  other works 
including the forthcoming benthic species atlas for the Normano-
Breton Gulf by Ifremer.

Since 2010 the MBS has co-supervised (or assisted) twelve local  
students with their BSc, MSc or Baccalaureate seashore research 
projects. Student projects are a great means of accomplishing targeted  
areas of work or of exploring new fields of research. The dissertation 

topics covered include detailed 
ecological studies, species 
specific studies, spatial planning 
analyses and offshore seabed 
surveys. We suspect that the 
potential that Jersey’s students 
have to offer the island through 
their long project work has been 
neglected by many organisations.
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Annual Lecture
Coordinators: Marine Biology Section
Sponsors: Moore Stephens
Duration: 1947 onwards

Education and Community

Currently in its third year, the Annual Marine Biology public 
lecture has become a regular fixture at the Société Jersiaise. These 
lectures are designed to raise interest band awareness of the marine 
environment and are open to the public. They are only possible 
because of generous sponsorship from our corporate partners.

In 2013 the first lecture welcomed Dr Carl Meyer of the University 
of Hawaii who shares the adventures of his work in tracking sharks 
and other large predators though the pacific. Dr Meyer’s talk 
highlighted the futility of shark culling to protect swimmers by 
showing that Great Whites and other large predators can and regally 
do cross entire oceans in search of food or breeding sites.

In 2014 the Section welcomed Dr Daniel Jones to give an insight 
into the hidden depths that lay only a couple of hundred miles from 
our coast. Dr Jones gave the audience an insight into the challenges 
and excitements of working at great depth and showed us many of 
the rarely seen animals that live in the depths of the Eastern Atlantic 
ocean.

In 2015 the Section hosted two members of Le Groupe d’Etude 
des Cétacés du Cotentin (GECC) for a presentation on their research 
on dolphins and other marine mammals in the waters around Jersey 
and the other Channel Islands. Shortly before this we had received 
funding to begin our own dolphin acoustic research programme and 
it is hoped that the Marine Biology Section and GECC can cooperate 
together over this.

The 2017 lecture was held on the 27 March and was on the subject 
of seagrass by the expert and founder of Project Seagrass, Dr. Richard 
Unsworth (University of Swansea).
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Monthly Meetings
Coordinators: Marine Biology Section
Duration: 1947 onwards

Community

On the first Monday of each month the section comes together at 7:30 
pm in the Arthur Mourant room at the Société Jersiaise. We use these 
monthly meetings to catch up on recent developments connected 
with the island’s marine environment and to plan our upcoming 
activates, campaigns and projects. As well as around 20 members 
of the Section, we are often joined by representatives from Jersey 
Seasearch, Little Feet Environmental, Sea Shepherd, the Sea Watch 
Foundation and Marine Life.

Each meeting is normally followed by a short presentation, lecture 
or an activity, such as examining the Société’s Victorian pressed 
seaweed collections. The meetings provide a forum for everyone 
with an interest in marine life and marine conservation to find out 
about latest developments, raise issues and get help with projects. It 
is often via our meeting that we get to learn of species sightings or 
of issues and events (good and bad) that have occurred in Jersey’s 
marine realm.
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